October 1, 2015

The 60-year Dunbar High School class re-
union is another occasion for pride in Dunbar
High School today and in the class of 1955.
Dunbar has been recently rebuilt into a state-
of-the-art facility and became a neighborhood
school following the Brown decision. Its storied
history continues to inspire generations of stu-
dents.

The class of 1955 graduated the year fol-
lowing the historic Brown decision and has
come together at important intervals to cele-
brate its class, the education received at Dun-
bar, and the school today. Keeping the class
together did not take place spontaneously.
This work has been a commendable team ef-
fort, but that team recognizes that the leader-
ship of Donald R. Wines has been indispen-
sable to its success. Donald has discouraged
all acknowledgment of his extraordinary lead-
ership on behalf of Dunbar and the class of
1955. However, the House of Representatives
is free to commend and thank Donald for fo-
cusing his many talents, his organizational ex-
pertise, and the skills he honed as a Dunbar
student to the class of 1955 Dunbar High
School and the historic Dunbar tradition.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in celebrating the 60-year
class reunion of the 1955 class of Paul Lau-
rence Dunbar High School and the Dunbar
High School Reunion Committee and Dunbar
High School itself. | ask the House to particu-
larly commend the leadership of Donald R.
Wines, whose indefatigable energy and wise
guidance have been the essential ingredients
to the consistency of efforts that have enabled
the Dunbar class of 1955 to celebrate 60
years of continuing friendship.
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Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life and leg-
acy of Edna and John W. Mosley, on the oc-
casion of the grand opening of the school
named in their honor in Aurora, Colorado.

Both Edna and John Mosley were trail-
blazers and public servants.

Lieutenant Colonel John Mosley graduated
from Colorado State A&M College, where he
participated in the Civilian Pilot Training Pro-
gram during his senior year. In 1943, he com-
pleted the program, but was still denied the
right to serve his country as a pilot due to his
race. But John was not discouraged.
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John and his family wrote letters to Con-
gress and even the White House to petition for
placement in the Tuskegee Airmen Pilot pro-
gram, and due to his persistence and deter-
mination, he was finally accepted as a
Tuskegee Airman. His accomplished military
career spanned World War 1l, the Korean War,
and the Vietnam War.

After retiring from the Air Force, John
served our country at the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare (HEW) in
Washington, D.C., where one of his most im-
portant responsibilities was overseeing the
newly formed Head Start Program in 1970.

John received numerous awards, among
them, the Congressional Medal of Honor in
2007 for his service as a Tuskegee Airman.

Edna Mosley was a lifetime member of the
NAACP, and worked to establish the organiza-
tion’s chapter in Denver. She served 12 years
on the Aurora city council, becoming the first
African American elected to the council in
1991. On the council, she championed impor-
tant and pressing issues—civil rights, gender
equality, veteran’s interests, affordable hous-
ing, and educational opportunity.

Mr. Speaker, Edna and John Mosley em-
body what truly makes our country and com-
munities great—a selfless commitment to our
neighbors, and fighting for the common good.
| extend my best wishes for the academic suc-
cess of the future graduates of the school, and
their commitment to carrying forward the
amazing legacy of Edna and John Mosley.

——
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Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of myself, Congressman RUPPERSBERGER,
and the House Army Caucus, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Honorable John M. McHugh,
former Member of the House, colleague, and
friend, on the eve of his departure as one of
the longest serving Secretaries of the Army in
U.S. history.

After over 42 years of public service, Sec-
retary McHugh leaves our Army and our Na-
tion safer and more secure. His tireless advo-
cacy and bold leadership for our Soldiers, Ci-
vilians, and their Family Members is leg-
endary. From improvements in family and
mental health programs to unprecedented
strides to combat sexual assault and suicide,
John has truly earned the reputation as “The
Soldier's Secretary.”
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Having served as the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee Ranking Member, Congress-
man McHugh’s thoughtful, determined, and vi-
sionary leadership ensured the security of our
Nation. As a Representative from New York’s
24th and later the 23rd Districts, John ensured
that cutting-edge facilities, upgrades, and pro-
grams directly supported our Warfighters. Fort
Drum is but one example; it is truly the
“House that McHugh Built.” He ensured the
10th Mountain Division had all the tools re-
quired to be at the tip of the spear for our Na-
tion’s defense.

John made unprecedented strides as the
Co-Chair of the Army Caucus for over 15
years and served as a critical member of the
West Point Board of Visitors. He was a dy-
namic leader in this House, a trusted Rep-
resentative of his constituents, and an amaz-
ing advocate for our Soldiers and our coun-
try’s national security.

During his tenure as the second-longest
serving Secretary in history, John was at the
forefront of national and international strategy,
military policy, and Soldier programs. His ex-
pert leadership, bold initiatives, and pragmatic
management ensured that our Army remained
the finest fighting force the world has ever
known.

John presided over some of the toughest
missions the Army has ever faced. He
oversaw the largest retrograde in military his-
tory as our troops departed Iraq, held the
Army together as it was hit by sequestration,
and worked tirelessly to reorganize, revamp,
and restructure our force. Secretary McHugh
led these efforts with distinction as our Sol-
diers conducted simultaneous combat oper-
ations around the world.

Secretary McHugh’s determination, devo-
tion, and love of our Service Members also
ensured that our most sacred and hallowed
ground, Arlington National Cemetery, over-
came years of neglect to become the epitome
of a well-run and well-led resting place for our
Nation’s heroes. In fact, it is now the gold
standard for cemetery administration because
of his personal and unwavering commitment
and leadership.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation is safe and secure
because of the drive, determination, and lead-
ership of Secretary John M. McHugh. Today,
we join with all Americans in our profound ad-
miration and deep respect for this true Patriot.
We thank Secretary McHugh for his dedication
and sacrifice and wish him the fullest measure
of peace and happiness as he enters the next
phase of his life.
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